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A NATIONAL LIBRARY 


LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER 


THE following letter drawn up by the National Library Committee was 
approved by the Standing Executive Committee on August 3rd for 
despatch to the Prime Minister. This action was endorsed by Council at 
its meeting on September 3rd. 


The Right Hon. The Prime Minister, 
Wellington. 


Dear Sir, ° 

Last year my predecessor as President of the New Zealand Library 
Association addressed representations to you regarding the need for 
a National Library and urged the desirability of appointing a Select 
Parliamentary Committee to investigate the matter. In your reply of 15th 
December, 1953, you asked that more specific proposals be submitted for 
consideration. 

Since the receipt of your letter the question has been widely discussed 
within the Association and has been considered in detail in meetings of the 
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appropriate committees. | now wish to elaborate a little on the following 
outline summary of the points which represent the views of my Council 
on this matter. 


1. Elements of a national library exist in the stock and services now 
provided by the three Wellington state libraries, the General 
Assembly Library, the Alexander Turnbull Library and the 
National Library Service. 


2. The most obvious need is for a national library building in which 
all or a major part of these existing collections can be housed 
adequately and safely and the necessary services performed 
efficiently. 


3. To this end the immediate setting aside of a suitable centrally 
situated site for the erection of such a building is considred a 
matter of urgency. 


4. While detailed proposals regarding the extent to which the 
existing state libraries would be included and their consequential 
administrative relationship are naturally not now possible, there 
are some obvious comments on their present housing needs which 
bear specifically on the need for such a building. 

5. A Prime Minister’s Consultative Committee representative of such 
bodies as the Departments at present administratively responsible 
for the three state libraries, the New Zealand Library Association 
and the University of New Zealand should be appointed to make 
recommendations on specific aspects of the problem. 


While, as my predecessor pointed out, we have in New Zealand no 
national library, many of the functions of such are being performed by 
the three existing state libraries. For your information, the functions of a 
national library with the library now endeavouring to meet the responsi- 
bilities are listed in the attached appendix to this letter. 

That our national library needs are being met in part serves only to 
highlight the unsatisfactory accommodation situation of two of the 
three institutions concerned. In the case of the Alexander Turnbull 
Library and the National Library Service, the present urgent need for 
relief is such that it can scarcely await the erection of a national library 
building in the indeterminate future. 

In the case of the Alexander Turnbull Library it is well known that the 
planned strengthening and reconstruction of the existing building will not 
permit the satisfactory housing even of the existing collections which 
amount to about 125,000 volumes. It is understood that no provision 
at all has so far been made for growth. Staff working conditions, now 
unsafe, must always be unsatisfactory. Therefore, whatever short term 
provision is made to meet this situation, it would appear to be a logical 
provision to make a realistic allowance in a national library building for 
accommodation for this collection. 

The National Library Service is committed more deeply to the pro- 
vision of national lending and bibliographical services than are the other 
two libraries. Its headquarters are two condemned houses in Sydney Street 
East. The School Library Service division and additional storage for the 
headquarters collection occupy four other points within the city. Except 
for the safety factor, working conditions are even poorer than in the 
Alexander Turnbull Library. The total stock of the Service, apart from 
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the School Division, amounts to over 400,000 volumes of which approxi- 
mately 100,000 are housed in Wellington under shocking conditions. 
There is no possible provision for expansion, and to meet the situation 
costly and inefficient expedients of storing or shelving stock elsewhere in 
the city or in other centres have to be resorted to. 

The General Assembly Library, as the oldest of the three, and the 
library of Parliament, has the strongest commitments to its present site 
and organization. It is also the most fortunate so far as accommodation 
is concerned. It is understood that some re-arrangement of accommoda- 
tion within the library wing of Parliament buildings will permit the library 
to meet its space requirements for some little time to come. Nevertheless, 
at the time when the national library building is being planned the extent 
to which the General Assembly Library could be included would need 
careful study. The library has a collection of approximately 225,000 
volumes. 

In planning a suitable building, | would suggest that full provision 
should be made for the inclusion of the Dominion Archives. Whether the 
Archives should form an administrative part of the National Library or 
should remain separate is a point for further consideration, but the building 
itself should be planned to include them. The new accommodation of the 
Archives, while far more satisfactory from considerations of safety and 
working conditions than before, will permit scarcely any increase in the 
volume of records held. 

The rate of library growth is a problem which has caused much research 
and concern in various parts of the world. The New Zealand total of books 
held is very small by overseas standards and our book resources so poor 
that experience has emphasized the special part which the national 
libraries have to play in the lending system of the country. From existing 
figures it would seem that the annual growth rate of the three state 
libraries is about 18,000 volumes per annum. It would be reasonable to 
expect an immediate transfer to the national library building of 500,000 
volumes and to allow therefore in its construction for the housing of 
1,000,000 books, with provision for later additions to the building as 
necessary. This figure, small by overseas standards, would ensure that for 
a reasonable period, the country’s national library needs could be met 
adequately and from accommodation appropriate to their function. 

My Council defers to your view that a Select Parliamentary Committee 
is not, at present, the best way of attacking the problem, but considers 
that a Prime Minister’s Consultative Committee would be of great value. 
This Committee should be representative of such bodies as the Depart- 
ments at present administratively responsible for the three libraries, the 
New Zealand Library Association and the University of New Zealand. 
It should be asked to advise on the site for a national library building, 
the elements of the existing state libraries which should be included and 
their administrative relationship within the new library. The Committee 
could also assess the value of the contribution of each existing unit to the 
National Library as a whole. 


Yours faithfully, 
H. W. B. Bacon. 


President. 
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The appendix referred to in the third paragraph of the letter is as follows :— Br 


NATIONAL LIBRARY FUNCTIONS 
PERFORMED BY EXISTING STATE LIBRARIES 


PUBLIC SERVICES 


a. Stock: 
Maintenance of the following collections: 


1. The national reference and lending collections comprehensive in 
general subjects or to meet existing commitments; select and 
supplementary to the collections of other libraries in special 
and technical fields. (Now met in part by the collections of the 
three libraries.) 


2. Copyright depository collection of New Zealand publications. 
(General Assembly Library) 


3. A comprehensive New Zealand collection. (General Assembly 
Library and Alexander Turnbull Library) 


4. Maintenance and preservation of official publications: New 
Zealand government, League of Nations, United Nations and 
agencies, Commonwealth and some foreign governments. 
(General Assembly Library) 


5. Maintenance of the Legislative collection. (General Assembly 
Library.) 


a 


National special collections such as sheet-music, sets of plays, 
works for the blind, private archives, newspapers, maps and 
pictures, photos, etc. (Play sets, National Library Service; 
Private Archives, Alexander Turnbull and General Assembly; 
Newspapers, General Assembly and Alexander Turnbull; Maps, 
General Assembly) 


b. Service: 


1. Administration of the following services: 
(a) The loan of books to libraries. As 
(b) School service. 

(c) Prison service. 

(d) Hospital service. 

(e) Service to the blind and other special groups. 

(a to e above are being performed within limits by the National 
Library Service.) 


2. Provision of study facilities. (General Assembly and Alexander 
Turnbull provide these) 

3. Provision and administration of storage of books not frequently 
required on behalf of all New Zealand libraries. (Not being 
provided by any library) 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SERVICES (Mainly to libraries) 


2. 


Copyright list compilation and distribution. (General Assembly 
Library) 


Maintenance of a National Bibliography. (National Library 
Service) 


Maintenance of a National Union Catalogue. (National Library 
Service) 


Maintenance of the Union List of Serials. (National Library 
Service) 


Compilation and publication of select bibliographies. (National 
Library Service and Alexander Turnbull Library) 


Maintenance of a central “‘clearing house” for New Zealand 
interloan service. (National Library Service) 


Printing and distribution of New Zealand catalogue cards. 
(National Library Service) 


Indexing of N.Z. serials and newspapers and publication of 
indexes. (Indexing of serials, National Library Service; Indexing 
of newspapers and British official papers relating to New 
Zealand, General Assembly; Publication of indexes of serials, 
N.Z. Library Association) 

Maintenance of Library of Congress, British Museum and other 
catalogues. (National Library Service and General Assembly 
Library) 

Maintenance of overseas bibliographies and indexes. (Chiefly 
National Library Service) 

Handling of international loans. (No specific arrangement as 
yet; probably National Library Service) 


Photo-reproduction services. (General Assembly, National 
Library Service and Alexander Turnbull Library) 


. Clearing house for Unesco and similar organisations. (General 


Assembly and National Library Service) 
International exchange. (General Assembly Library) 


ASSISTANCE SECTION 


Liaison among libraries, particularly state departmental libraries 
and other specialized collections. Provision of staff for some 
government libraries and for secondment to other libraries as 
required. (National Library Service) 


Advice on financial aid to libraries (other than direct from 
Education Department, etc.). (National Library Service) 


Responsibility for library training (in conjunction with New 
Zealand Library Association). (National Library Service) 
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INTER-LIBRARY LOAN 


A. G. BAGNALL 


THE following paper on inter-library loan was considered by the Book 
Resources Committee at its recent meeting and approved as printed. Two 
decisions of the Committee arising from the paper affect the operation of 
interloan: first, the specification of certain minor subjects as being outside 
scope and not in future to be sought through Book Resources; second, 
approval of the procedure whereby the National Library Service ceases 
to use interloan reply cards when the book requested is immediately 
available and is being sent. 


It is necessary that the Book Resources Committee should examine 
interloan rules and practice from time to time. The steady growth in the 
number of requests and the occurrence of some minor problems make 
a brief survey appropriate. During the twelve years during which requests 
for items the location of which is not known have been channelled through 
the National Library Service, the stock of all libraries has improved 
greatly, a wider range of material is available, and, except for foreign 
language titles and English language books which appeared particularly 
during the period 1910-1935, coverage, by the existing machinery, is as 
satisfactory as it could be without wide specialization. In the following 
paragraphs some trends and practices are examined and matters raised 
as much for Committee discussion as in expectation of specific action 
being taken. 


1. Growth in volume of traffic. 
2. Libraries still not using interloan. 


3. Too great a dependence upon interloan by some subscription 
libraries. 


4. Requests for doubtful or marginal material. 
5 


Requests from libraries beyond the range or standard of their 
professional responsibility. 


GROWTH IN TRAFFIC 


Figures are available only for requests received by and sent from the 
National Library Service. Committee members are supplying details of 
direct interloan traffic from which it appears that at least in the case of 
the major libraries, requests received from libraries other than the National 
Library Service outnumber by many times those received from NLS. 

The first issue of Book Resources was on October 18, 1943, and number 
4 of November 8 may be taken as typical of this period. During the pre- 
ceding week 24 interloan cards were received by the Country Library 
Service and seven listed on Book Resources. For the week ending June 25, 
1954 (no. 429), 242 requests were received and 42 listed. During the year 
ending March 31, 1954, 7,719 were received in comparison with 5,279 
for the year ending March 31, 1948. 

This growth is due to various factors such as the development of library 
services, increased public knowledge of interloan facilities, growth in 


Mr Bagnall is Librarian, National Library Centre, NLS. 
183 








population, and, with the expansion in post-war publishing, a greater 
range of titles from which to request. An increase is therefore to be expect- 
ed which, insofar as it enables library and community needs to be met 
that by recognized standards could not be satisfied locally, the National 
Library Service, for its part, will gladly continue to handle. Individual 
libraries doubtless have views on the incidence of requests, and members 
may wish to discuss some aspects of this. 


LIBRARIES Not USING INTERLOAN 


It seems a far cry to April 1945 when Mrs H. Monro, then of the 
Country Library Service staff, in New Zealand Libraries lamented the 
failure of interloan as judged the small number of CLS requests received. 
It is still true that nobody could yet claim that all the problems capable 
of being solved by interloan are being passed on. In the case of libraries 
referred to in point 3, above, what is in question is not the total number 
of requests but the nature and balance of them, particularly the fact that 
many have been for material which should be supplied locally. It should 
not be overlooked that during the last year no more than half a dozen 
requests were received from one library serving a population of over 
20,000 


SUBSCRIPTION LIBRARY REQUESTS 


As public library service has developed in New Zealand during the 
last ten years, interloan requests have increasingly emphasized the varying 
standards of service given by some subscription libraries. A small number 
of such libraries continue to seek through interloan material which should 
be supplied from local resources. In such cases attention has been drawn 
to the rules regarding scope. It is a fair comment that the National Library 
Service, against its own policy, has carried this section of the service 
given by these libraries, since it would not be possible to obtain such 
publications through normal interloan channels. In fact, it is not going 
too far to suggest that in some cases a change over to free service has 
been delayed through the effectiveness of interloan. There would appear 
to be no reason why the National Library Service should not adhere even 
more strictly to the provisions regarding scope in such cases. 


REQUESTS FOR DOUBTFUL OR MARGINAL MATERIAL 


The appearance on Book Resources from time to time of material 
marginal in subject value but not widely held has been the subject of 
comment. Reasons for such listing are as follows: 

(a) The Association has publicly committed itself to the aim that so far 
as individual library needs and regulations permit, bearing in mind the 
replacement value of the item concerned, any title requested and held 
should be available through any appropriate library in the country. The 
rules regarding scope do not confine the prescription to scholarly or 
research material, and it has always been understood that other kinds of 
books may be sought through interloan. 

(5) In perspective the interloan scheme is still at a stage when some 
encouragement in its use is desirable. Success handling a marginal request 
may encourage a more advanced request later. 

At the same time, the above comments do not mean that all material 
sought through interloan is automatically placed on Book Resources. 
Some publications sought by public and CLS libraries which would not 
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be purchased in terms of present day standards of public library buying 
are not listed on Book Resources. In this category are books on astrology, 
numerology, tracts, palmistry, and titles advocating, so far as can be 
ascertained, therapeutic methods of doubtful efficacy. 


REQUESTS FROM LIBRARIES BEYOND THE RANGE OR STANDARD OF THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITY 


This simply poses the question whether libraries other than public 
libraries should normally confine their requests to the subjects of their 
administrative or research responsibility, and not seek current popular 
material. It should be stated immediately that 95° of such libraries in 
fact do not ask for these books, but the occasional exceptions make it 
appropriate to discuss a practice to which, however permissible by the 
tules of interloan, objections could be raised. There is the further point 
that the libraries in this category from the nature of their collections make 
a more substantial contribution in the answering of requests than many 
a library with a wider range of request demand. Reasons against the 
practice are: 

(a) Popular titles requested by a library may be available from the 
public library in the same town. 

(b) Most special and university libraries would consider that the 
efficient handling of requests bearing on their own research needs and 
those of other libraries would suffer if general requests were accepted. 

The opinion of members on this point would be welcomed but it is 
fairly clear that within certain levels of treatment no hard and fast line 
can be drawn, and the interloan system in this as in other matters must 
rely on good faith in the acceptance of requests by libraries. 


PROCEDURE 


In order to save time the National Library Service wishes to dispense 
with the use of the interloan reply card where the book is available 
immediately and is being sent. Objections to this are that the book might 
go astray and in the absence of notification the requesting library would 
be unaware of the position; and that 24 to 48 hours advance notice of its 
arrival would not be available. 


SMALLER PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
SECTION 


REPORT ON THE FORMATION OF A SMALLER PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES SECTION PRESENTED TO COUNCIL ON SEPT. 
3rd 1954 


THIRTY copies of a circular were sent out asking for opinions on the 
need for a section for librarians in smaller public libraries. One copy, 
was sent to each librarian who had requested further news of the section 
at the special meeting at the Nelson Conference. A few other circulars 
were sent out by members of the Committee to librarians who might be 
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interested. Twenty letters were received in reply. Judging by the replies 
there seem to be many librarians who would be prepared to take an active 
part in this venture. There are many librarians who were not contacted 
however, and if a section could be formed, a notice in New Zealand 
Libraries would help to establish contact with all those interested. 

In almost all the replies it was implicit that there was a need for a 
rallying point for librarians of small public libraries. Many stated that 
they felt out of touch with many of the new developments in the Associa- 
tion between Conferences, and one librarian pointed out that if the small 
town person could be made to feel more a part of the Association this 
might encourage more people to apply for library positions in small 
towns. 

Therefore this Committee recommends that a Smaller Public Libraries 
Section be formed for the following purposes: 


(1) To enable librarians outside the cities where there are NZLA 
Branches to know of developments in the Association, to express opinions 
on these developments and so to form balanced and informed judgments 
on them. 


(2) To enable librarians in small public libraries to discuss mutual 
problems, for example, ideas for simplifying and streamlining routines, 
the overdue book problem, the preparation of a manual for small public 
libraries, etc. 


The work of the Association in the past for the librarians of small 
public libraries has been greatly appreciated. Many seminars for small 
public library work have been organized at Conferences, and a generous 
amount of space in New Zealand Libraries has been allowed for descrip- 
tions of work in small public libraries. However, it seems that the 
librarians themselves should now take a more active part in Association 
affairs between Conferences, and also there are many practical details 
of their work which would not interest librarians as a whole but which 
could well be shared with advantage by members of a Smaller Public 
Libraries Section. A newsletter similar to the one circulated by the 
Children’s and Young People’s Section could be of great value in a 
section of this kind. 

Country Library Service has proved invaluable in establishing contact 
between small public libraries through the work of the field librarians 
and the organization of regional meetings. A Smaller Public Libraries 
Section could strengthen contacts and could also help to establish better 
contacts between libraries in different regions. Full descriptions of 
activities of Regional meetings could be circulated in the newsletter. 

A section would thus have the advantage of linking isolated librarians 
in a Country-wide group interested not only in their own small districts 
but with a healthy and growing interest in a much wider field. This could 
also have an invigorating effect on the library movement as a whole. 
It is suggested that a Section Committee alert to such possibilities, and 
with the aid of newsletters, personal contacts, and Conference groups 
could gain the active support of librarians who, rightly or wrongly, now 
feel out of things or too unimportant to express a viewpoint which might 
run counter to that held by librarians in the cities as expressed through 
the Branches. ’ 

Your Committee therefore is firmly of the opinion that a Section is 
required for isolated librarians every bit as much as Branches for city 
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members are, and for reasons as pertinent as those which created the 
need for the other Sections. The interest created in this proposal both at 
Conference and since, suggests that this is the appropriate time to proceed 
with the formation of such a Section. (Council approved the formation of 
a Section for the librarians of smaller public libraries, and it will have its 
initial meeting at the 1955 Conference.) 


REPORTS TO COUNCIL 


FOLLOWING are extracts from reports presented to Council at its meeting 
of September 3rd 1954. 


BOOK RESOURCES COMMITTEE 


THE Book Resources Committee met on 2nd September and received 
progress reports on grading of non-fiction, Union list of serials, Union 
catalogue, Index to New Zealand Periodicals, and other matters with 
which it is concerned. 

A statement by Mr A. G. Bagnall on interloan was received, and is 
tabled for the information of Council, subject to an amendment under 4 
by the deletion of ‘minor devotional works’ and the substitution of 
‘tracts, palmistry’. A supplement or revision of the Inter-loan rules and 
procedure, NZLA 1944, is to be prepared for consideration by the Com- 
mittee at its next meeting. In the meantime, the Committee has agreed 
that the Editor of New Zealand Libraries be asked to publish the statement, 
in a suitably amended form. 

It was agreed that library symbols should be revised as a whole once 
every ten or fifteen years to remove geographical and other anomalies, 
the first revision to take place when the next major bibliographical work 
is published. In the meantime, steps are being taken to ensure uniformity 
in the use of symbols. 

A report on microfilming of newspapers was received and is tabled for 
information. 

The Committee recommends that a full list of institutional members 
of the Association be published in a form which could be made available 
to all libraries using interloan. 


COMMITTEE ON EXCHANGES OF LIBRARIANS 


As required by Council of the Association, I have to report as follows on 
‘the possibility of effecting exchanges of library assistants’. 


1. THE VALUE OF EXCHANGES 


The exchanging of positions by suitable librarians is generally thought 
to be beneficial to library service. The benefits lie in the broadening of 
experience for younger librarians who have completed their training, and 
in the stimulus of new ideas for older librarians, who are able to bring 
back new concepts and new techniques of library service. On return they 
are able to re-appraise their own jobs and impart a new vigour into their 
library. For library assistants the advantages of seeing a different New 
Zealand library system for several months can be considerable; for older 
librarians the stimulating effect of foreign travel can have a lasting result 
if its object is a year’s work in a foreign library. 
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2. RECOMMENDED PRACTICE 
The following recommendations are made: 


(a) The arranging of exchanges is primarily the concern of individuals 
but the NZLA will facilitate them in every way possible. 

(b) Exchanges will normally be between librarians of equivalent pro- 
fessional standing. The preliminary clearing of candidates as to suitability 
can be done by the exchange of confidential reports between chief 
librarians; similar reports may be asked for after the exchange is con- 
cluded. 

(c) Librarians are advised to exchange into positions of a kind in which 
they have had some experience, it being unreasonable to expect their 
host library to teach them a new kind of work. But it is desirable that a 
person on exchange should be given opportunity to see as many depart- 
ments as possible of a system he is visiting. 

(d) A suitable length of time for exchange is: within New Zealand, 
two to three months; Australia, six months; elsewhere, one year. 

(e) Exchanges will usually be between persons of comparable salaries 
and within New Zealand may best be effected by employing authorities 
continuing to pay the salaries of their permanent employees. The same 
method may also be used between countries linked by similar salary and 
cost-of-living standards, e.g. New Zealand and Australia, and New 
Zealand and Great Britain. Where these standards diverge or where there 
is difficulty in remitting monies between New Zealand and the United 
States of America, it is considered better for the host library to pay to the 
exchange librarian the same salary as was paid to the permanent occupant 
of the position. This may necessitate some subsidy to, for instance, the 
salary of an American librarian visiting New Zealand. 

(f) The librarian on exchange should be expected to conform to the 
discipline, hours of work and conditions of employment of the library 
he is visiting. 

(g) Superannuation payments will remain the responsibility of each 
person, but candidates for exchange should be clear as to what their 
responsibilities are for maintaining such payments, e.g. some local bodies 
require payment of their own and their officers’ contribution during leave 
of absence. 

(h) Sickness and accident are provided for in New Zealand by Social 
Security funds; Persons exchanging to overseas countries should acquaint 
themselves with their degree of liability while abroad. 

(i) Travelling expenses will normally be paid by the librarian concerned. 
3. NZLA AssISTANCE 

It is recommended that: 


(a) Librarians wishing to exchange positions within New Zealand or 
outside, should be asked to send particulars of the position required, 
location preferred, and length of time to the Secretary, NZLA. 

(6) The Secretary should maintain contact with the exchange bureaux 
of Library Associations overseas. 

(c) Council should give publicity to its decisions on this matter, (i) in 
New Zealand Libraries, (ii) by authorizing the cyclostyling of a small 
brochure to contain the recommended practice on exchanges and also 
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the details of currently available exchanges and internships; this to be 
revised as required and to be available on application to the Secretary. 
New exchanges and internships as they become available may also be 
published to the profession by means of cyclostyled inserts in New Zealand 
Libraries. 

J. P. SAGE, 


Convener. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 


THE Finance Committee has pleasure in reporting that on 24th June a 
grant of £50 was received from the Sargood Trust, and on 28th June a 
grant of £450 was received from the Minister of Internal Affairs. 

The grant from the Minister of Internal Affairs was made on condition 
that it is used for the normal activities of the Association, and is not 
spent on new projects of any kind. The Department of Internal Affairs 
also wishes to make sure that the grant is not used to build up profits 
or to enable the Association to increase its investments. The Secretary 
has accordingly been instructed to keep a profit and loss account as 
from Ist January 1954. 

Increases in salaries and in library expenditure have been reflected in 
the subscription rates paid by members this year, and it is expected that 
at least £100 more than the amount estimated will be received. This 
means that instead of ending the year with a deficit of £555 a credit 
balance of £50-£60 might be expected unless payments exceed the esti- 
mated figure of £2,360 set out in document 1954/7. a 

In view of the rather better tinancial position then had been estimated, 
the Secretary has been asked whether provision could be made in the 
estimates for expenditure of up to £43 on equipment. The Committee 
reports that such expenditure would be possible. 

Application was made on 10th August for ten debentures of £100 each 
to mature Sth May 1964 issued at par at 4% per annum by the Lower 
Hutt City Council. (For recommendations approved by Council, see 
Council minutes.) 


LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE 


THE Committee met on 2nd September and considered reports from the 
convener and examiners on current courses. 

The Committee makes the following recommendations to Council with 
regard to the administration of the General Training Course: 


(1) That the closing date for applications for admission to the course 
be advanced to Ist February each year, to enable the committee to con- 
sider all applications. 

(2) That after Ist August 1955, no further reading records be accepted 
from students who completed parts I and II of the course under the 
syllabus in operation before course 10 1950, a formal notice to this effect 
to be sent to such students as soon as possible. 

(3) That the word ‘general’ be omitted from the certificate when it 
is reprinted. 

The Committee discussed the attached outline of a preliminary exami- 
nation. It was decided that the Reading List for paper (a) Sections 2 and 3 
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be extended, that a further section on Reading be added to the reading 
list, and that the requirements for paper (b) be reworded. The Committee 
will consider these and other matters with regard to such a course at its 
next meeting, but in the meantime recommends that Council approve in 
general terms: 


(1) The introduction of a preliminary examination to consist of two 
papers of the kind set out in the draft, the probable time to be Paper (a) 
2 hours; Paper (5) 14 hours. 


(2) The requirements for admission to the examination to be in line 
with the requirements for admission to the General Training Course, 
ie. the age and length of service to be approximately five months less, 
depending on the date of the preliminary examination. 


(3) That the first examination under this syllabus be held in October 
or November 1955, and that it be a pre-requisite for admission to the 
General Training Course in 1956. 


Tue draft of the syllabus, omitting the reading lists, sample questions 
etc., is: 


Paper (a). Designed to suppiement the in-training of juniors to their 
own library’s routines. Its intention is to give the student a picture of 
library service in New Zealand as a whole under three headings: 1. 
description of the main types of library in New Zealand and the service 
they give. 2. the development of library service. 3. the organization of 
library co-operation and of library training. One essay type question on 
a topic having some relevance to library work should test the student’s 
general ability. 


Paper (5). This paper is designed to make the student sufficiently 
conversant with the basic principles of cataloguing and classification to 
use it efficiently and explain its use to others. The following topics are 
suggested : 


1. Types of catalogue. 


2. Elementary knowledge of the library’s classification, i.e. that 
629.29 is the Dewey classification for automobiles. 


3. Elementary cataloguing: Main entry and added entries; cross 
references. 


4. Filing rules. 
5. The main features of the CBI and BNB. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE 


THE Committee has met twice during the past three months and at its 
earlier meeting prepared the reply to the Prime Minister stressing the 
need for a national library building. The Committee has authorized the 
preparation of a supplementary letter which may be sent before its next 
meeting should circumstances appear opportune. 

Apart from the specific points discussed in the letter or listed in the 
appendix thereto, the Committee has continued its discussion on the 
formulation of Association policy in this matter and some progress has 
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been made. At the next meeting consideration will be given to a draft 
statement of policy which could serve as the basis for future representa- 
tions and public announcement. 


CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECTION 


THE main work of the Committee has been in preparing for the 1954 
Children’s Book Week, and from these preparations a few points have 
emerged which indicate the need for changes of emphasis if Book Week 
is to become something more than a mere routine. 


(1) Co-operation in giving publicity to good children’s books is usually 
welcomed by the booksellers. It is for our Section to take the initiative 
in offering lists, suggestions, etc. (e.g. the Auckland Booksellers have 
asked representatives of our committee to their February meeting to 
discuss 1955 Children’s Book Week, and have pointed out that if we 
can then give them lists of books which we recommend, they would 
have time to obtain stocks of them for Book Week.) 


(2) The importance of Parent-Teacher Associations and other groups 
interested in children’s welfare (e.g. Church groups, Women’s Institutes). 
Most organizations plan their year’s activities well ahead, and should be 
approached early in the year so that they can feature children’s books 
at their August meetings. 


(3) The importance of all-the-year-round radio and press publicity. 
The editorial committee of National Education is considering the inclusion 
of a series of articles on children’s books. Book reviews appear regularly 
in the School Journal. Other avenues can perhaps be explored. 


Comics. Following the discussion at conference, the committee, through 
the Secretary, NZLA, attempted to obtain from the Education Depart- 
ment a report of action taken by them on the matter of comics since the 
public meeting in August 1952. No report was forthcoming and the 
matter was dropped. No cases of undesirable comics have been brought 
before the Section Committee. On August 9th, a letter from the Canter- 
bury Housewives’ Union to the Prime Minister, appealing for legislation 
against the importation of undesirable literature, was passed to us for 
our consideration, with the request that we submit a report on the subject 
by September 3rd. To be effective such a report should quote undesirable 
publications and as no specific comics have been brought forward as 
undesirable we feel unable to make a survey and produce a report in the 
time available. In view of the parliamentary debate which has discussed 
undesirable publications circulating amongst the children is there any 
necessity for us to make a detailed survey? Can we not rather place the 
emphasis on the positive value of good books to children? 


Pamphlet. Branches were asked in the Newsletter to state whether any 
more copies of the pamphlet Talking of books for children were required. 
Applications for further copies were received from Auckland Branch, 
NZLA, and from the Tauranga District Federation of Women’s Institutes. 
It is probable that the bodies which would use more copies are the Parent- 
Teacher Associations and similar groups, and it is our intention to 
circularize them directly, and through schools in the Newsletter. 


Newsletter. In an attempt to link together those who are working with 
children’s and young people’s books who are isolated from association 
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meetings, we have increased the circulation of the Newsletter to include 
schools who are members of the Section. It is now cyclostyled in Welling- 
ton and distributed by the Secretary, NZLA. 


Children’s Library Week, or Library Week. Branches have been asked to 
send in their views about this. So far, two replies have been received, 
After Children’s Book Week we intend to re-open discussion with Branches 
and obtain their opinions, so that we may prepare a report for Conference. 


General Training Course. Following a resolution from the Auckland 
Branch, we have forwarded a recommendation that some instruction in 
Children’s Library Work be given in the NZLA General Training Course, 
possibly as an option. 


COMMITTEE ON A REGISTER 
OF QUALIFIED LIBRARIANS 


THis Committee made an earlier report to Council containing certain 
recommendations which were later withdrawn in the light of views 
expressed by members of the Legislation Committee. To keep members 
up to date on the registration proposals, the substance of the remainder 
of the earlier report is as follows: 


THE Committee met on 26th July 1954, to discuss the draft rules (1954/22 
—i.e. the rules as circulated at the Nelson Conference—Eb.) in the light 
of discussions since they were drawn up in August 1953, and to prepare 
recommendations in accordance with the recommendation from con- 
ference on the subject of a register of qualified librarians which was 
adopted by Council at its meeting on 26th February, 1954. (See NZL 
March 1954, p. 28 and pp. 46-7.) A copy of the rules as re-drafted at the 
meeting is attached to this report. (There is little point in reproducing 
these here, as the changes made were not of a substantial character, and 
as the rules are to be re-drafted in the light of the Legislation Committee’s 
comments, they will not be current for long.—Ep.) The committee dis- 
cussed a suggestion that, if the rules were adopted at the 1955 Annual 
Meeting, the work of compiling a register should be begun, but formal 
ratification of the scheme should be postponed. It was suggested that, for 
instance, no fees should be taken and no charters issued for three further 
years, although lists of successful candidates should be published in the 
normal way. The committee decided to pass this suggestion on to Council. 
(Here followed the Committee’s recommendation for future action, which 
was withdrawn, following reference to the Legislation Committee of 


certain points raised by the Registration Committee, which were as 
follows: 


(a) Are the rules as re-drafted in a satisfactory form? 
(6) should the rules on registration be put forward as an addition to 


the rules of the Association? If so, they should be numbered accordingly, 
and care should be taken to re-number internal cross-references. 
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(c) If the rules on registration are not put forward as an addition to 
the main rules, 


(i) Should NZLA Rule 2 be amended? (It was suggested at the 
meeting that the words ‘including the maintenance of a register of 
qualified librarians’ might be added to NZLA Rule 2(iii). 

(ii) Should the direction to set up a Credentials Committee and 
a Judicial sub-Committee be incorporated in NZLA Rule 22, instead 
of in the Registration rules 8 and 17? 


(d) What notices of motion should be put before the 1955 Annual 
Meeting (i) if it is desired to postpone formal ratification, (ii) if such 
postponement is not desired?) 


The committee considered the suggestion which had been made by 
the Canterbury Branch, and reports of a similar suggestion which it was 
understood might be made by the Professional Section, that a postal 
ballot of professional members be held on the principle of a register of 
qualified librarians. Opinion on the committee was divided as to whether 
such a ballot should be held, and also as to whether, if it were held, it 
should be extended to cover the whole NZLA membership. It was 
suggested that it might be useful to organize a ballot in such a way that 
the votes of personal members could be totalled separately. 

Two matters were brought up at the meeting which the committee 
felt unable to deal with at short notice, but if concrete suggestions can 
be evolved and discussed by members of the committee before Council 
meets, they will be sent on. They are matters of definition rather than of 
substance, and concern (i) machinery for considering appeals against 
decisions of the Credentials Committee, and (ii) proceedings of the 
Credentials Committee and the way in which it should report to Council. 


THE Legislation committee was divided in its views on whether statutory 
power would be necessary to make rules of the kind proposed by the 
Registration Committee, and after consideration of this matter by the 
latter Committee, the following report was made to Council: 


The Committee met on 2nd September 1954, to consider points raised 
by Mr Perry and members of the Legislation Committee. Mr Perry 
reported that, in a later conversation, Mr T. D. H. Hall had said that the 
registration rules could be implemented by means of a simple alteration 
to the Association rules, provided it were made clear that a charter was not 
a practising qualification, and provided that rhe Association were willing 
to forego disciplinary powers and measures for the protection of the use 
of letters. Mr Hall had offered to do the necessary drafting. 

The Committee also considered the following amendments to its draft 
rules drawn up in accordance with the last paragraph of its earlier report 
(see above). 


*Rule 8 to be amended and replaced by new rules 8-11 as follows (present 
Rule 9 et. seq. to be re-numbered): 


CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 


8. Council may, from time to time, appoint a standing committee of 
five Fellows, together with the President and the Honorary Secretary 
exofficio, to be called the “Credentials Committee’, which shall— 
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(i) examine the eligibility of candidates; 


(ii) seek on its behalf, under rule 6, such additional evidence as 
the committee considers necessary; 

(iii) when necessary, interview any candidate, either at his place 
of work or elsewhere, and either collectively, or through one 
or more of its members appointed for such a purpose; and 

(iv) make recommendations to Council under rules 6 and 7. 


9. The Secretary shall transmit all applications and nominations to the 
Credentials Committee, which shall, except as otherwise directed by 
Council or in respect of a reconsideration as hereinafter provided, report 
to Council upon candidates by arranging their names in the following 
groups: 

(a) ineligible candidates, with the grounds of their ineligibility in 

each case; 

(5) candidates eligible, but not recommended for election; 

(c) candidates recommended for election as Associates; 

(d) candidates recommended for election as Fellows. 


10. The proceedings of the Credentials Committee, and discussions in 
Council on particular candidates, shall be treated as confidential by 
each body. 


ll. The expenses of the Credentials Committee, within an overall figure 
authorized by Council, shall be regarded as a first charge against receipts 
from Registration Fees. 

A new rule to follow the present rule 14 ‘“‘Charters and Letters” as follows 
(Subsequent rules to be re-numbered): 


RECONSIDERATION 


An unsuccessful candidate may make a written application stating a 
short case for a Reconsideration, accompanied by a fee of 10/-, upon which 
the procedure shall be: 

(a) The case shall be referred by the Secretary to the Credentials 
Committee for its report. 

(5) At its next meeting Council shall reconsider the application, 
together with the Credential Committee’s report thereon. 

(c) Council may, by passing a motion of recommittal, put the 
candidature to a fresh vote. 


(d) If the candidate be duly elected, the fee shall be refunded. 
(Council, at its meeting on September 3rd, resolved that these amendments 
should be incorporated in the Committee’s draft rules.) The Committee’s 


recommendations, as approved by Council in an amended form, appear 
in the Council minutes elsewhere in this issue. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF NZLA COUNCIL 


NoMINATIONS for nine ordinary members of Council for the year 1955-56 
close with the Returning Officer, New Zealand Library Association, c/o 
National Library Service, Private Bag, Wellington, at 5 p.m. on Wed- 
nesday 19th January, 1955. 

Nominations for the following officers to be elected at the Annual 
Meeting will be received by the Secretary, c/o NZLA Conference, Wan- 
ganui, up to the time of the meeting on 25th February, 1954: Patron, 
President, Vice-President, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Assistant Secretary (if 
any), Hon. Editor, Hon. Auditor, Hon. Counsel and Hon. Solicitor. 

Nomination forms and copies of the rules of the Association may be 
obtained on application to the Secretary. 


STANDARDS OF SALARIES FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Tue Convener of the Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications 
Committee states: 

The last scales were published in New Zealand Libraries 17:111-113 
Je 53. Since then the Arbitration Court has granted a General Wage 


Increase of 10%, within limits, which should be incorporated in the 
scales as follows: 


Add 10% to salaries up to £624; above this figure add £62 8s. In the 
case of juniors under 21 years of age, add 10° only up to £364, and add 
£36 8s. to salaries above this figure. 

A complete revision of the Standards of Salaries will be published in 
New Zealand Libraries when the present application before the Arbitration 
Court has been determined, and its extension to librarians clarified. 


CHANGE OF POLICY AT AUCKLAND 


THe Auckland City Council has decided to adopt the ‘free and rental’ 
system instead of the pay-duplicate system which has been in use for 
anumber of years. This followed a report to the Litrary Committee by 
the City Librarian, Mr R. Duthie, which is quoted in part from the 
New Zealand Herald: 

‘Mr Duthie says the “free and rental” system was endorsed by the 
New Zealand Library Association in 1953 as the best means of giving 
alibrary service. A public library cannot buy every book. It is essential, 
therefore, that educational and informational books have first call on 
available money. 

‘The aim of the rental collection is to provide a self-supporting service 
of light fiction, instead of at the expense of the ratepayer. The revenue 
from the collection should cover the full cost of the service, but should not 
be expected to finance the free sections which are the responsibility of 
the local body. 

‘Mr Duthie explains the difference between the “‘pay duplicate” 
collection now available in Auckland, and the rental system. He says that 
with a rental collection, light novels such as thrillers and Westerns, now 
provided free, will be issued at a fee payable by all ratepayers as well as 
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non-ratepayers. This will also apply to certain types of non-fiction, 
because much of it is no less recreational than fiction. 

‘Mr Duthie lists these advantages of the “free and rental’ system: 
The rental collection makes the light reading section self-supporting, thus 
answering the ratepayer who objects to this reading being free; It allows 
more room for experiment with a wider range of books and makes possible 
a more generous policy of duplication, giving borrowers a better selection 
of books than possible if the books had to be issued free. It raises the 
standard of the free sections of the library by excluding the trivial and 
worthless and by allowing the whole of the book fund to be devoted to 
building up the serious sections. 

‘The chief disadvantage, said Mr Duthie, is that the local authority 
may regard it as a money-making concern and force the librarian to rely 
largely on rental revenue for book purchases. 

‘Two classes of people will be penalized by the introduction of a rental 
collection. They are the ratepayer who reads mainly light fiction and the 
elderly person or pensioner who may find it a hardship to borrow from 
the rental collection. 

‘Mr Duthie adds that the public library is too valuable an institution 
to allow any barrier or hindrance to come between the public and the 
maximum use of the library. The subscription system has been tested in 
New Zealand for almost 100 years and “found wanting’’.’ 


FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 
TITLE GRADINGS AND 


AUTHOR GRADINGS RECOMMENDATIONS 
A Standard A Highest level: wholly free 
{A] Promising Ab Second level: mainly free 
AB Popular—fair standard AB Third level: equally free and rental 
B Popular aB Fourth level: mainly rental 
ab Fifth level: no particular recom- 
POPULARITY mendation 
is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) B Stock commercial level: wholly rental 
after the title gradings Oo May cause offence 


Note.—As from this issue, the author gradings used are those of the Fiction Committee's 
Fourth Report on Standard and Popular Authors, which should be available shortly. 


1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Cicéllis, Kay, 1926-. AB. Death of a town. Gladwin, Peter. AB. The i? beat home. 
Harvill Press, 1954. 10s. 6d. ‘A movin Hamilton, 1954. 12s. 6d. “The nos 
account of the destruction of a Gree! and frustration and a certain feeling for 
town by an earthquake . . . Her style is the character of Sydney as a city seem 
simple . . . her narrative is well-knit, her nuine. The violence is amateurishly 
detail cleverly observed and selected.’— andled, and on the whole spoils what 


TLS 6-8-54. Ab*. might have been a rather interesting 
novel.’—TLS 4-6-54. AB**. 
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Hanléy, James, 1901-. A. The Welsh sonata. 
Verschoyle, 1954. 12s. 6d. ‘Mr Hanley 
has made an enormous effort . . . The 
mood throughout is one of high and 
serious purpose; there is not a suspicion 
of a Welsh monkey trick. ’—Maurice 
Richardson, NSN 7-8-54. A 

a, Jean, AB. The visit. Collins, 1954. 

6d. ‘A Dickensian story with 
hee overtones, 
pleasantly eerie Christmas is concerned 
with a female Jekyll and Hyde who 
drifts one winter evening into a su- 
surban boarding house on the fringe of 
London.’—TLS 2-7-54. AB 

Ménén, Aubrey. AB. Rama retold. Chatto 
and Windus, 1954. 12s. 6d. ‘This is a 
diverting caper based on the Ramayana, 
a 2, 500-year-old epic by a tic sage 
named Valmiki. *—-Maurice Richardson, 
NSN 7-8-54. AB**. 

Néeumann, Robert, 1897-. AB. Shooting star. 
Hutchinson, 1954. 10s. 6d. Two lightly 
told coe each ending with an ironic 
twist, but Mr Neumann ‘appears most 
in his element when he is being senti- 
mental."—TLS 16-7-54. AB**. 

Pétry, Ann (Lane), 1911-. A. The narrows. 
Gollancz, 1954. 15s. The story of a 
negro in a small New England town. 
‘An anguished book written with an 
enormous amount of emotion and some 
thought that does not quite succeed 
because there is far too much of it.’— 
New Yorker 29-8-53. AB 

Séndér, Ramon José, 1901-. A. “The affable 
hangman; tr. from the am 
Florence Hall. Cape, 1954. ed. 
‘Concerns a bastard child who L.% up 


Miss Matheson’s 


to be a hangman . . . The book is 
picaresque, episodic, always colorful, 
but the writing lacks depth. *—TLS 
2-7-54. Ab*. 

Richtér, Conrad, 1890-. A. The light in the 
forest. Gollancz, 1954. The story of 
the rescue of 15-year-old John Butler 
eleven years after his capture by a Dela- 
ware Indian tribe, of John’s attempt to 
rejoin his beloved Indians, and the out- 


come. ‘A vivid recreation of outdoor 
life and a provocative stud: ¢ con- 
—_s loyalties.-—Hornboo! - | 


Shame ‘Gwyn, 1913-. AB. The stranger at 
my side. Gollancz, 1954. A story of a 
Welsh colliery town. ‘The mixture of 
farce and hyper-intellectualism is still 
new; the Welsh spirit . . . is ome 
trapped. But [Mr Thomas] must brus 

his act..— Maurice Richardson, NSN 
-7-54. AB*. 

Wést, Jessamyn. A. Cress Delahunty. 
Hodder and Stoughton, 1954. 12s. 6d. 
‘At their best, these stories [of an adoles- 
cent girl] are very true and very good 
without ever attaining the highest dis- 
tinction either in. style or content.’— 
SRL 9-1-54. AB** 

Whité, Antonia, 1901-. ‘A. Strangers. Harvill 
Press, 1954. 10s. 6d. Sensitively written 
short stories, two of which deal with 
mental abnormality. ‘I always put down 
anything by her with the feeling that if 
only she could be persuaded to go into 
training, she could write all the —— 
professional sensitives off the m 
Maurice Richardson, NSN 17-7- 34. PA. 


2, SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS AND IMPROVED TITLES BY 
OTHER AUTHORS 


Goodwin, John B. L., 1912-. The idols and 
the prey. Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 
1954, 12s. 6d. ‘Tells a story of how white 
men degenerate in the tropics. Negro or 
half-caste vitality either break the 
“civilized” white man or they convert 
him.’—-New Republic, 22-6-53. AB 

Murdoch, Iris, 1919-. Under the net. Chatto 
and Windus, 1954. 12s. 6d. ‘A first 
novel [which] reveals a brilliant talent. 
The weaknesses . . . are faults of design 


and construction. The novel is picar- 
esque and the world it rte that of 
Pluto-Bohemia.’—TLS 9-7-54. 

Stéwart, John Innes A dg om. 
Mark Lambert’s supper. Gollancz, 
1954. 10s. 6d. ‘A charming Jamesian 
monkey-puzzle . . . it has wit, fantasy, 
a delightful but improbable heroine and 
an even more improbable hero.’—John 
Raymond, NSN 31-7-54. AB**. 


IN LIBRARY LITERATURE 


ALA Bulletin. Adult Education issue. Ap 54. 
Béck, G. N. J. Science abstracts; what it is 
and how it works. Tidskrift fur doku- 
mentatun. 9:65-9, 1953. A brief account 

of the history, development and working 

of an old established abstracting service. 

it, D. H. The distribution of the 
library book fund. Australian library 
journal 3:59-62 Ap ’54. A points system 


has been devised to divide the book fund 
of the library of the University of Tas- 
mania between the faculties and depart- 
ments. 

Bridéson, Hedley C. Public library research 
services. Australian library journal 
3:46-9 Ap °54. Describes the research 
service of the Public Library of South 
Australia, which does a tremendous 





amount of work for South Australian 
industry. 

Brown, A. E. A children’s magazine: a 
successful experiment. Library world 
55:19-22, Ag-S °53. ‘The East Barnet 
library magazine is produced monthly, 
and consists of stories, poems, drawings 

It is produced by a magazine com- 
mittee, which meets monthly under the 
supervision of the Children’s Librarian.’ 

Bryan, James E. Building planning and the 
use of colour in the library. Wilson 
library bulletin 28:570-3 Mr °54. Useful 
article setting out some principles of 
interior decoration in the library, with 
special reference to the use of colour. 

Bryon, J. F. W. Some current English public 
library developments. Wilson library 
bulletin 28:755-64 My °54. The present 
state of libraries and librarianship in 
England, as Mr Bryon sees it. There is 
particular reference to BNB, Library 
schools, library publishing and the new 
LA examination syllabus. 

Cléary, Florence Damon. Public relations 
and the school librarian. Wilson library 
bulletin 28 :690-3-++- Ap '54. A full article 
containing action programmes for 
satisfactory relations with teachers, 
administrators and children. 

Clift, David H. Enduring rights. Wilson 
library bulletin 28:851-4 Je °54. A 
speech on ‘Man’s’ right to knowledge 
and the free use thereof.’ Also informa- 
tion about the present state of American 
library financing. 

Council of National Library Associations. 
Sub-committee on special library edu- 
cation. Education for special librarian- 
ship. Library quarterly 24:1-20 Ja °5S4. 
Each of the fields of finance, journalism, 
law, medicine, music and science- 
totneier library education is examined 

by a librarian experienced in that field 
and recommendations are made. 

Dané, Chase. No, No, Mr Carnegie! Wilson 
library bulletin 28: 796-7 My °S4. 
discussion on salesmanship and libraries, 
in which the writer warns against ‘over- 

h ing the merch g function 
of the library.’ 

Distinguishéd children’s books of 1953: 
selected by the Book Evaluation Com- 
mittee, Children’s Library Association, 
Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young Peo le. ALA Bulletin 48: 
238-9 A 

Dové, Tack. Backward libraries. Librarian 
and book world 42:115-18 Je 53. The 
author proposes a Library Inspectorate 
to improve the standard of library 
service. 

Fortinér, Virginia J. Creative hobbies of 
teen-agers. Wilson library bulletin 28: 
586-7 Mr 54. By allowing teen-agers to 
use two of its display cases, Maplewood 
Public Library has had some excellent 
displays, each built up around a par- 
ticular hobby or interest. 

Késslér, Sydney H. William Frederick Poole, 
librarian-historian. Wilson library bulle- 
tin 28:788-90 My °54. An outline of 
Poole’s historical writings. 

Luké, E. R. Professional examinations, with 
particular reference to the entrance 
examination of the Library association. 
Library world 55:45-6 O 53. Review of 
effects of the present regulations on 
library staffing in England. 
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McGuinéss, Anne E. Reading guidance in th 
junior high school. Wilson  libray 
bulletin 28:682-5 Ap °54. A description 
of the different types of scholars ang 
their attitudes to the library, and th 
methods employed to help them to read 
and enjoy more books. 

Massingill, Alberta. Remedial reading an 
the public library. Wilson library bull. 
tin 28:864-68 Je '54. Description of 4 
program to remedy retardation in read. 
ing.” Includes a list of the Grand 
Public Library remedial —— 
tion, each k bein marked with a 
symbol of reading difficulty. 

Mélinat, Carl H. » moma ae wg 
ment publications of Wilson 
a bulletin 28 :881-3 ie Se. 

Européan_ libraries: challenge and 
pee 4 South African libraries 21; 

8 Ap °54. ‘It is one of the ironies of 
history that a time when . firm and 
friendly leadership by the European is 
most desperately needed, it is bei 
made increasingly difficult to offer . 
This issue of SA Libraries also has 
articles on services for non-Europeans 
in various cities of the Union. 

Pargétér, P. S. Reproduction of cards # 
Coventry city libraries. Library world 
55:108-10 Ja °54. The operation of 
system based on a small flat-bed dupli- 


cator. 

Rush, N. Orwin. A Fulbright family is 
England. Wilson library bulletin 2: 
767-71+ My '54. Impressions of 
English libraries by the Director of the 
x! of the University of Wyoming. 


Sayérs, W. C. Berwick. In appreciation of the 
biblio; raphic classification. aE 
rary bulletin 28:765+- My ’°S4. 


appreciation of the work of tien 
Evelyn Bliss. 
ee Louise and Wigersma, A. comps. 

A selection of Dutch books for oui 
ae , Ontario library review 3: 
14-17 F 

Shaw, E. te. Library development ia 
New South Wales. Australian library 
ny 3:56-8 Ap °54. Events since the 

report of the Libraries Advisory Com- 
mittee of 1939 and the Library Ad 
which resulted. 

Shéphérd, Charles F. Some aspects of li 
co-operation. Library world 55:1 
Ja °54. Very brief review of present 
national and international systems. 

Stauél, Florence. Revitalizing a library 
interior. Wilson library bulletin 2: 
574-6 Mr °54. Points on redecorating 
and redesigning a library interior. 
Bibliography. 

Tomlinson, Norman. Transfer of power: 4 
new trend? Librarian and book world 
42:109-12 Je °53. Effects on library 
service of local cen reorganiza- 
tions in Englan 

Van Péit, J. D. Duplication of books: causes 
and ‘remedies. Australian library journal 
3:42-6 Ap °54. Deals with um 
duplication, caused by faulty entries in 
lists or catalogues, ignorance 
ome, undesirable habits of cataloguers, 


Vichiey, B. C. Recent trends in 
libraries. Library world 55:4-8 Ji 'S. 
Concerned more with aims than 
methods. No references. 
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